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When you give permission to have teeth removed you should fully 
understand what the most common risks and complications are: 

1. Pain- typically 3 to 10 days 
2. Infection- a socket can heal incorrectly and the bone can get infected (a “dry 

socket”) causing pain, requiring additional treatment, and a longer recovery time.  
This most commonly occurs in the lower molar region.  Hospitalization is a 
possibility. 

3. Bleeding- typically light oozing for 6 to 24 hours, the procedure may be stopped if 
heavy bleeding occurs. 

4. Swelling- resolves over time with healing, NSAIDs (Motrin), and ice 
5. Trauma- other teeth, fillings, or crowns can be loosened, broken, removed, or 

harmed.  A tooth, filling, or crown could potentially be swallowed or fall into the 
airway necessitating medical procedures.  Stretching the corners of the mouth 
may result in cracking of the lips and a decreased ability to open the mouth.  
Tenderness of the jaw joint may occur from opening wide for extended periods of 
time and the forces the joint takes during surgery. Gingival attachment loss may 
occur on an adjacent tooth and result in a bony or soft tissue periodontal defect.  
Any number of facial, tooth, or jaw injuries could incur as a result of the 
procedure, including breakage of the jaw(s). 

6. An upper tooth removal can result in a sinus exposure which is apparent 
following removal and will be treated with medications and follow-up.   

7. A lower tooth removal can result in injury to the nerve supplying the lower teeth 
and jaw.  If this occurs (rarely) there can be a temporary or permanent tingling or 
numbness to the face, teeth, tongue, or taste loss.   

8. Retention of small tooth or bone remnants may occur and may require additional 
treatments at a later date.  The remnant(s) may be left behind if the dentist feels 
removal would require extensive surgery and increase the risk of numbness.  
Remnants will either splinter out over time or become encased in bone and may 
or may not cause problems. 
 

The benefits of tooth removal are: 
1. Elimination of bacterial diseases such as gum disease, cavities, and infectious 

abscesses. 
2. Dental diseases are contagious and if left in the mouth the other teeth are at risk.   
3. If an infection is present, the immune system has to work constantly. This acts as 

a drain on the body. 
4. Elimination of pain, if present. 
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All complications will be handled immediately and appropriately with the patient being 
informed of any issues that are present or have occurred.  The procedure can involve the 
cutting or removal of gum tissue, bone, or tooth in order to completely remove the 
tooth.  The removal of teeth can take extended periods of time depending on the 
difficulty of the extraction.  Sutures are placed only when deemed necessary, in most 
instances I do not suture sockets.   
 
Please keep your hands down.  We use sharp instruments in dentistry and any number 
or injuries may occur if you suddenly put your hands in the surgical field.   
 
The frequency of occurrence of the above complications is different for each item, but as 
a group are infrequent.  Please sign and date the form below.  By doing so you do not 
give up any rights and do not release the surgeon from any responsibility.  Prior to 
signing please ask any additional questions you may have at this time.  Thank you! 
 
I have read the above; understand my procedure, and all my questions concerning this 
procedure have been answered to my satisfaction. 
 
 
Patient:  _______________________________  Date: _____________ 
 
 
 
Dr. Reynolds: ____________________________   Date: ______________ 


